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The New and Improved
Millennium

— ResearcH News, May 4, 2007

“Guelph Millennium, introduced in 1996,
has become one of Ontario’s most popular
asparagus varieties, accounting for half the
province’s asparagus crop. It was even named
Seed of the Year in

that competition’s

inaugural contest in

2005. Now the variety

is being improved

at the University of

Guelph to resist rust

and enhance quality,

which will give

growers a stronger

competitive edge in

world markets.

This project is funded in part through
contributions by Canada and the Province of
Ontario under the Canada-Ontario Research
and Development (CORD) Program, an
initiative of the federal-provincial-territorial
Agricultural Policy Framework designed to
position Canada’s agri-food sector as a world
leader. The Agricultural Adaptation Council
administers the CORD Program on behalf of
the province.”

Corn maze latest craze

— TaHE NEW TANNER, October 18, 2007

“Anyone can grow corn in straight rows.

But to design a corn field in the shape of

the Great Pyramids of Egypt or in a message
such as ‘Farmers Fuel the Future’ takes
extra talent.

Corn mazes are some of the fastest
growing tourist attractions in Ontario. In fact,
42 farms with mazes have joined forces in a
new ‘Maze Craze’ Passport program which is
funded in part by Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada through Agricultural Adaptation
Council’s (AAC) CanAdvance program.

Offered through the Ontario Farm Fresh
Marketing Association, (OFFMA), ‘Maze
Craze’ encourages visitors to navigate a
series of mazes located across the province.”

Study Aims to Remove Barriers for Immigrant Farmers

— ATGUELPH, October 10, 2007

"We're starting to see young urban people
wanting to learn to farm and grow organic
vegetables, but they don’t have access to
training or farmland. With the number of
farms and farmers declining along with

the amount of farmland, it’s important to
create opportunities for a new generation of

ethnically diverse farmers and young farmers,
including children of current farmers.
Financial support was received from the
George Metcalf Foundation, the Agricultural
Management Institute, the Laidlaw Foundation
and the Agricultural Adaptation Council.”

Toronto’s New Food
Business Incubator

— ToroNTO FOoOD BUSINESS INCUBATOR,
November 21, 2007

“Entrepreneurs who dream of starting their
own food processing businesses are one step
closer to making their dreams a reality thanks
to a new Toronto Food Business Incubator
(TFBI). The facility will help to establish new
food companies to stimulate job creation and

help commercialize innovative new
food products in Toronto.

The TFBl is supported in part
by Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada through the Agricultural
Adaptation Council’s CanAdvance
program and the Toronto Economic
Development Corporation (TEDCO)
and the City of Toronto’s Economic
Development Sectors Investment
Program (EDSIP).”
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Farm advisors play major role in developing business plans

— ONTARIO FARMER, July 10, 2007

“The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement
Association has done a great job with the
Environmental Farms Plans” said Peter
Vander Zaag, chair of the Agricultural
Management Institute advisory panel.
“Why can’t we do something for farm
business management” he says.

“The idea is to develop courses that
would be available to farmers across
Ontario next year with costs offset by
government funding. Participating farmers
would develop a deeper understanding for
their farm business and put business plans
specific to their operation into writing.
Such areas as cost of production,
management issues, succession planning,
resource development and marketing and
production would be examined.

Farm advisors need to be attuned to
the reality of the farm community and

also have contacts that can supply a
broad range of consulting expertise that
a farmer may require.

Funding for the AMI program is
administered through the Agricultural
Adaptation Council which represents
62 agricultural, agribusiness and rural

organizations.”

Canker Sores Cost Millions

— THE GROWER, October 10, 2007

“Bacterial canker is a very contagious
disease in tomatoes that the Ontario
Greenhouse Vegetable Growers (OGVG)
is hoping to control or even eliminate
through the promising results of a two-

year research project.

Over the past two years, the OGVG has
undertaken a research project designed to
better understand how the disease spreads,
determine how long spores live, how they
travel, optimum growing conditions,
preference/lifespan on different plant
materials in different temperatures and new
methods by which farmers can control or
even eliminate the disease.

Researchers discovered that the use of
additional filters in the recycling system
were able to trap and therefore halt the
spread of the bacteria. Micro-filters are now
being tested on more greenhouses to verify
these positive results.

This project is funded in part through
contributions by Canada and the Province of
Ontario under the Canada-Ontario Research
and Development (CORD) Program, an
initiative of the federal-provincial-territorial
Agricultural Policy Framework designed to
position Canada’s agri-food sector as a world
leader. The Agricultural Adaptation Council
administers the CORD program on behalf
of the province.”

Ontario meats will soon
carry Homegrown label

— ONTARIO FARMER, July 3, 2007

“Ontario producers of

QTM
2
/” pork, veal and lamb
recently launched their
joint ‘'Homegrown

Ontario” promotion
HOMEGROWN

ONTARIO

program at a downtown
Toronto disco club.

The three-year, $4.6 million program
features a logo of a red barn with a silo and
a white stylized trillium that will identify
Ontario produced meat—pork, lamb and veal.
Funding for the new marketing initiative is a
joint effort of the three producer organizations,
the Agricultural Adaptation Council and the
federal and provincial governments.

Licensing agreements will be signed
with processors and retailers to ensure
that only Ontario-produced meats are
identified or associated with the logo that
will be displayed prominently at point of
sale, on recipe cards and price tags and used
extensively in print advertising.”

New Speaker Program Puts Farm
Animal Welfare on the Agenda

— ONTARIO BEEF, May 2007

“A new Speakers’ Bureau program designed
to increase awareness and understanding of
farm animal welfare issues is being launched
by Canada’s Farm Animal Care Councils.
With the new Farm Animal Welfare
Speakers Bureau (FAWSB), funding is
available to help groups across Canada
access qualified speakers for conferences and
seminars on topics related to farm animal
welfare and responsible animal management.
This is a collective outcome partnership
with the Agricultural Adaptation Council
in Ontario, the Manitoba Rural Adaptation
Council, the Saskatchewan Council for
Community Development and the Alberta
Agriculture and Food Council. Funding for
this project was provided in part through
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s
Advancing Canadian Agriculture and
Agri-Food Program.”
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The perfect product for a start-up

— BIOENTERPRISE NEWSLETTER,
Summer 2007

“Imagine the
perfect product on
which to build a
company. Vinifera
for Life Inc. (VFL)
has such a product.
Its Vinifera
powders, made

by drying and
milling the grape
skins left over from
wine-making,

give subtle yet
distinct flavours

|

of cabernet,
chardonnay or ice wines to breads,

biscuits, pastas, pizza crusts and sauces. By
substituting the powder for a small portion
of the flours used in making these products,
bakers and chefs can enchant palates.

In early 2006 VFL received a loan for
$93,000 through Ontario’s portion of the
Advancing Canadian Agriculture and
Agri-Food (ACAAF) Fund from the
Agricultural Adaptation Council (AAC).
This financing supported the initial business
planning, package development costs and
marketing materials.”

New Value Chain Management
Training Tool

— GEORGE MoRR1s CENTRE, August 30, 2007

“The George Morris Centre in conjunction
with ACC Farmers’ Financial and Farm Credit
Canada, has released a unique new value chain
management training tool to help farmers and
agri-food companies significantly improve
their competitiveness and profitability.

Available on DVD or CD ROM, the video
and written materials have been combined
into a format that can be used in workshop or
individual settings, and by groups looking to
work together to strengthen their operations.
It presents a unique opportunity to learn
about the issues that others have faced, avoid
common mistakes and capitalize on the
experience of others.

This project is funded in part through
contributions by the Government of Canada
and the Province of Ontario under the
Agricultural Management Institute (AMI),
an initiative of the federal-provincial-
territorial Agricultural Policy Framework
designed to position Canada’s agri-food
sector as a world leader. The Agricultural
Adaptation Council administers the AMI
program on behalf of the Government of
Canada and the Province of Ontario.”

Chair Will Boost Cereals Industry

— ATGUELPH, October 10, 2007

“U of G [University of Guelph] and the
Ontario Cereals Industry Research Council
(OCIRC) have launched a prestigious
Industry Research Chair in Cereal
Technology designed to expand uses for
Ontario-grown wheat and to market growth.

Funding for the $1.1 million endowed
chair was provided by the OCIRC, the
federally funded Agricultural Adaptation
Council and the University. The funding will
support research startup costs, including
equipment, materials and support for
technical staff, post-doctoral researchers and
graduate students.”

New Access to Top
Management Experts

— AGRI-VILLE, January 2, 2007

“Farmers now have direct access to some
of the worlds leading experts on farm
management thanks to an idea from Kevin
Stewart, host of AgVision TV and the
support of the Agricultural Adaptation
Council and the Agriculture Management
Institute (AMI) program.

TopManagers.ca is a leading edge website
which combines a library of television clips,
internet and newsletter content devoted
entirely to farm management excellence.
The TopManagers.ca team is a unique
blend of some of the worlds best farm
management specialists pulled together
virtually and is available to answer questions
from farmers across Canada.”

Priming the Desire for Vegetables

— ONTARIO FARMER, May 29, 2007

“’Eat your vegetables” your mother always
told you, as you pushed them around your
plate. If only your best friend from school
had been at the table to ‘triple dog dare’
you...you might have tried them. If only you
had learned to eat vegetables at school.

The Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable
Growers (OGVG) launched the Healthy
Hearts, Healthy Minds in Essex County
three years ago to get children eating
healthy snacks and to create a marketing
opportunity for its members.

The greenhouse growers provided
$45,000 to support the London
project for three weeks, but
primary funding for the

$250,000 program comes from
the Canadian Agricultural
Adaptation Council.”

The COWSEP Connection

— CREEKSIDE, Fall/Winter 2006

“Irrigators in the Norfolk Sand Plain will
soon have access to more information to
help them coordinate crop irrigation.

A grant of $115,000 from the Canada-
Ontario Water Supply Expansion Program
(COWSEP) will allow for the expansion of
a farmer-led irrigation peer review program
that has already proven popular with
irrigators in the Big Creek watershed.

The program will fund expansion
and reactivation of Irrigation Advisory
Committees, based on the model from the
Norfolk County pilot project, across the
Norfolk Sand Plain for the 2006 — 2007
irrigating seasons.”
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A red pepper in every lunch box

— BETTER FARMING, June/July 2007

“A certified nutritional analysis laboratory
in Mississauga found that sweet red peppers
contain more vitamin C than oranges,
grapefruit or even lemons. A mere 100 grams
of sweet red pepper contain 190 milligrams
of vitamin C, more than three times the daily
requirement, according to the Agricultural
Adaptation Council which administers the
Canada-Ontario Research and Development
Program. The same weight of orange contains
only 75 per cent of the vitamin C needed.
Don't expect to see a nutritional label
on every pepper or cucumber though. The
information will be available upon request

from the store.”

High-oil soybeans
— REsearRcH NEws, November 12, 2007

“From the food we eat to the fork we eat with,
life is full of products made with oil. But as
petroleum prices rise, manufacturers of items
made from petroleum-based chemicals such as
plastic forks and foam seats, are looking at oil
from soybeans as the better choice. To support
this switch, researchers from the University of
Guelph are trying to find ways to increase the
amount of oil contained in soybean seeds.

Soybeans are a good industrial choice
because of their sustainability. Unlike
petroleum, soy oils are renewable. Products
based on soybean oil are environmentally
friendly too—many of them are biodegradable,
and biodiesel fuel produces 30 per cent less
harmful emissions.

This project is funded by the Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs, the Ontario Soybean Growers and
through contributions by Canada and the
Province of Ontario under the Canada-Ontario
Research and Development (CORD) Program,
an initiative of the federal-provincial-territorial
Agricultural Policy Framework designed to
position Canada’s agri-food sector as a world
leader. The Agricultural Adaptation Council
administers the CORD Program on behalf of
the federal and provincial governments.”

Phase 1 of Youth Strategy in the Works

— ONTARIO BEEF, May 2007

“The Agricultural Adaptation Council
approved Canada-Ontario Research and
Development (CORD) IV funding for

the first phase of a more comprehensive
youth strategy for the agricultural sector.
The project entitled Young Farmer Needs,
will undertake research to identify
obstacles which prevent young farmers
from becoming involved with their local
or provincial commodity boards and to

determine what these young farmers need
to become leaders in agriculture.

In Ontario, not only is the average
age of a farmer nearly 50, but young people
face unique challenges that prevent them
from farming.

Ensuring a sustainable agriculture
industry in Canada requires investment into
programs that will encourage young people
to choose agriculture as a career.”

Fireblight-tolerant pear
needs a name

— ONTARIO FARMER, November 20, 2007

“The long, long trek
to breeding a new
pear comes rarely
to an end. When

it does it’s time to
celebrate.

Agriculture and
Agri-food Canada
is doing just that,
asking the public
to help name a
new pear variety known for its fireblight
resistance and its storage ability.

Cases of the pears were being tested by
consumers. They had five choices of name,
Harovin Bounty, Harovin Gaia, Harovin
Pride, Harovin Prime and Harovin Sundown.

Some funding was received from the
Agricultural Adaptation Council to test the
pear for its processing capabilities.”

Biodiesel Plant Proposal
gets a boost

— ONTARIO FARMER, January 23, 2007

“Ontario soybean growers will move up
the value-chain if a proposal to establish
a specialty crushing and biodiesel facility
in the southwestern part of the province
moves forward.

The federal government has come up with
$158,000 through the Biofuels Opportunities
for Producers Initiative, a $10 million fund
administered in Ontario by the Agricultural
Adaptation Council.

Jim Campbell, AGRIS general manager,
say there are no plans to compete with the
big crushers. Instead, the idea is to target
specialty markets for soybean oil, such as low
linoleic oil, and produce biodiesel that could
be retailed by UPI as part of a diesel blend.”
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